Newsletter
Noho ora mai - Stay well, and goodbye!

February 2021

A message from Harriet: With a heavy heart, I’d like to
inform you that I have resigned from my position of Ark
in the Park Volunteer Coordinator, and my last day is
Saturday 20th February. Though my time has been
brief, I have gained huge respect for Ark in the Park
project and its amazing and dedicated volunteers, who
I have enjoyed getting to know and working alongside
very much!
I am returning to Australia, where I am taking up a
role as a SCUBA diving instructor; an opportunity
which is in line with my ambitions to work in the marine
world. It was a hard decision and I will miss you all,
and the Ark, and am sad to be leaving the team.
Sam will be the key contact for Ark volunteers after
Photo Credit Kirk Serpes
Feb 20th, and she will be taking on the
nature.project@forestandbird.org.nz email. With her recent move to Swanson, and
adoption of her pound-puppy Kōwhai, Sam will be part of the Ark whanau for many
years yet.

Covid-19 news
As you are likely aware, Tāmaki Makaurau has been in a breif lock down due to Covid-19.
However, this time the timing aligned with increasing wasp activity which puts field work
on hold for March every year - a lesser disruption this time to our conservaion work.
Stay safe, stay home, and please follow all guidelines to keep our communities healthy.
We will keep in touch by email as levels change, to let everyone know when field work is
re-starting.

Biosecurity update
Trap catch data
Catches this month remain very similar to the previous
months’ catches (December 15– January 15) of
17 stoats and 13 rats.

Rat monitoring results and bait uptake
16.15% across the Ark, and 20% on the control line outside
the Ark.
Rat numbers are generally low across the Ark. However, this
last rat monitoring round indicated some interesting and unexpected results: rat tracking was significantly higher in blocks
AWS and CGN which had been baited with Double Tap!
In AWS block we have just starting retrieving the Double Tap
and uptake looks low, whereas CGN block (where the Double
Tap was retrieved in December and January) had a more
mixed uptake.
Following this, we’ll be looking into ways to make our bait stations and bait more attractive to rats.
To help we need to remember to always use best practice
when baiting. This includes:
Wearing gloves when handling bait bags to avoid getting
our unfamiliar scent on the bags.


Use methods like placing thick, strong sticks as ladders, to
help the rats access the bait station from the ground.


Nailing stations in a stable position so they are not too wobbly and off-putting for the rats.


See this 2006 summary from DOC, for an in-depth look into
the minds of rats and mice:
A review of the current
knowledge of rodent behaviour.


Our project manager Sam is excited to be looking into the most
up to date research to increase the effectiveness of our pest
control.
Her MSc at the University of Auckland focussed on interactions
between urban rats and cats, including live and kill trapping of
rats, and having had pet rats she is familiar with their favourite
treats and the way they interact with their environment.
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Photo Keryn McCracken. Quite a big rat!

Myrtle Rust
A relatively recent entrant to Aotearoa, this wind-borne fungal disease likely arrived high in the air column from Australia. It was first found on Raoul Island in March 2017, then on
our mainland in May 2017. Since then, it has spread across
Aotearoa. Learn more here.
It was first found in the Waitākere Ranges Regional Park in
January 2021, and on Jan 31st it was found on a ramarama
within the Ark by project manager Sam Lincoln. This find
wasn’t a surprise, as unlike kauri dieback which spreads by
soil, this wind-bourne disease spreads far more quickly, and
without needing to catch a ride on our boots.
If you see myrtle rust, please follow these steps:
 Don’t touch it.
 Take a photo, and submit it to iNaturalist - the Ark team
can help with this step!
 After leaving, wash all gear and clothing thoroughly.
 Let the Ark team know, and we will ensure volunteers
avoid the area.

Myrtle rust on ramarama Lophomyrtus bullata.
Photo: Sam Lincoln.

Pets and our native wildlife
A recent study from the UK has found that changing some at-home aspects of caring for pet cats
can affect their hunting. The researchers found:
Aotearoa is a community of cat lovers,
 A high protein (meatier) diet reduced the overall number
but this doesn’t mean we can’t also care
of prey brought home, affecting both mammals and birds. for our native species. If we want to be
 At least 5minutes of play time each day reduced overall
responsible cat owners, we need to
numbers of prey as well, but when looking closer, this
microchip, register, and neuter our cats,
was due to reducing the number of mammals brought
keep them at home to keep both our
home, but not the number of birds.
cats and our native species safer, and
 Bright collars didn’t affect the number of mammals
brought home, but did reduce the number of birds!
consider a brightly coloured collar to
keep birds safer.
What does this mean for Aotearoa?
This is a UK study, and the situation is much worse in Aotearoa where our biodiversity is in crisis,
and where our wildlife hasn't evolved to deal with cats. Any research that provides useful ways to
minimise the impact of domestic cats on wildlife is good - from this research, meatier diets and
bright collars look like good options for our pet cats, but our advice to cat owners stays the same:

The best way to keep your cat and local wildlife safe is to keep your cat
indoors, and to neuter and microchip it.
Read more:
 Predator Free NZ has some great information for keeping our pet cats and our birds safe.
 This 2017 study summarises all NZ research relating to urban cats.
 Forest & Bird published a Cat Fact sheet sharing some of the envronmental impacts of pet cats.
 How cats impact our Maui’s and Hector’s dolphins, shared by the Department of Conservation.
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Wasps
Continue to keep an eye out for wasps in the bush. Nests have been sighted in rabbit holes in the
golf course, and they also like to hang out by the Ark compost, so please be aware. We will likely be
pausing Ark fieldwork in March when they are most prevalent.
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently approved the release of two parasitoids as
biocontrol agents to control Vespula wasps in Aotearoa. Both biocontrol species are highly specialised to only target Vespula wasps, and in their current home range in the UK the National Bee Unit
which surveys over 30,000 honey bee hives per year (since 2010) has never either of these species.
This NZ application was made by the Tasman District Council, and initial releases will be made at
the top of Te Waipounamu (South Island); you can read more here.

Biodiversity update
Kōkako korero
Nesting season is coming to an end, and kōkako have been sighted
starting to moult.
We still have 2 active nests, one with two chicks from Pūtahi and
unbanded, and Ātaahua and Kapua have 1 egg due to have
hatched last week!
We are up to a count of 3 chicks successfully fledged this season, 1
more unconfirmed until fledgling sighted, plus the 2 nests still active. There are likely to be more nests that have fledged undetected ,as we are only monitoring 6 of the 16 territorial pairs identified
during the 2020 census - and this was a reduced census due to the Pūtahi’s mate staunch with her 2
chicks. Photo Dave Bryden.
August 2020 lockdown.
Pair
(translocated)
Ātaahua &
Kapua
Gordon &
Kiwitea

Nest 1
1 chick banded &
confirmed
fledged.
Rat depredation.

Nest 2

Nest 3

2 chicks banded,
predated before fledging.

1 egg, chick due to be banded on 25th
February.

Rat depredation.

2 chicks banded. One found deceased
below nest (not predated), other yet to
be confirmed as fledged.

Ranginui &
Mānuka

Inviable/infertile
eggs.

Aumangea &
Grant

Rat depredation.

Unbanded pair

Rat depredation.

2 chicks banded &
confirmed fledged.

Pūtahi &
unbanded

2 chicks banded,
yet to be resighted.

Active nest, chicks
scheduled to be banded
25th Feb.
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Gallery:
We love seeing your photos - whether from the Ark, the Waitākere Ranges, or
back yard conservation inspired by our outreach programme in local schools.
Please send them through to nature.project@forestandbird.org.nz, or upload them to our dropbox.
Can you spy the Hoschetter Frog? Well spotted near Huia by Christine Mansford

Rata flower. Photo Sharon Keymer.

Melts our hearts every time
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Photo Denise Van Sprang

Left: Photo credit
Klaas Blokker
Below: Photo
credit Denise Van
Sprang

Noticeboard
Saturday, 27th FEBRUARY 10am –1pm
FREE: Kauri Protection Workshop. Fernglen Gardens with Pest Free Kaipātiki.
SUNDAY, 7th MARCH 11am
Miranda Shorebird Centre—Migration Day. See the Godwits before migration!
Page 6

Noticeboard continued:
SATURDAY, 20th MARCH—SUNDAY 18th APRIL

ECOFEST WEST
FRIDAY, 26th MARCH Celebrating the milestone of 2000 kōkako pairs Nationally
Special kōkako event. Pureroa Forest Park, Lions Lodge. RSVP Event

Thank you all for your continued support at Ark in the Park, helping to protect
Aotearoa’s ngahere!
If you would like to make a donation please visit the Forest and Bird website.

Funders:
On behalf of the
Ark, we would like
to say a massive
thank you to our
funders! While our
volunteers
and
staff are the face
of the Ark team,
our funders and
partners offer vital
support, and it is
together that we
are able to care
for our ngahere.

Harriet and Sam
ARK IN THE PARK
Email: nature.project@forestandbird.org.nz
Website: www.arkinthepark.org.nz
Phone: 09 810 7014
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