
Ark in the Park
A partnership between Forest & Bird
and Auckland Council, supported by
mana whenua Te Kawerau ā Maki.

The Ark in the Park protects 2400ha of unfenced 
native forest in the Waitākere Ranges Regional Park, 
west of Auckland city, Tāmaki Makaurau.
We have successfully reintroduced toutouwai (North 
Island robin), and are currently monitoring kōkako 
while we support their establishment.

After a first translocation of 6 kōkako in 2009, a total of 
47 individuals have now been translocated to begin 
the restoration of a species last seen in the Waitākere
Ranges in the 1930s.

What we do now:

• Annual census, conducted by Auckland Zoo, 
with support from Ark volunteers.

• Census also informed by ARDs (automatic 
recording devices) - signal start of season, 
and provide additional distribution data.

• Nest monitoring every season, following 6 
pairs to band chicks, report nest fate, and 
track number of known genetic founders.

• 4785 bait stations, serviced 3x per year. 

• 554 traps, most checked weekly. 

• Online form for neighbours to report 
backyard kōkako sightings.

Key learnings & future focus:

• Kōkako don’t stick to your management zone - need for adaptive site 
boundaries when managing an unfenced site.

• Plans for 2021:
Work to include more buffer areas to protect territories of kōkako. Work 

with Auckland Council, and private landowners to grow the Ark 
management zone, and intensify trapping around our unfenced borders.

Investigate further predator monitoring including targeting possums, 
and different nest monitoring techniques for the 2021-22 season. 

Te Wao Nui o Tiriwa 
(Waitākere Ranges)

Translocation site:

2020: 10 individuals
+ 15* pairs territorial
(reduced 2020 census due to Covid-19;
6 of 12 blocks surveyed on foot.)

2019: 7 individuals
+ 17* pairs territorial

Bait station network = red lines. 
Total of 4785 stations.

Traps = written names (e.g. AN1). 
554 traps, on 27 trap lines.

Translocations:

2009: 6
(Waipapa)

2010: 16
(Tunawaea, Mapara,

Tiritiri Matangi)

2011: 4
(Waipapa)

2015: 11
(Mangatutu, Mapara)

2016: 10
(Mapara)

Stories from the field:

• Favourite memory: “One time we monitored a nest, 
the chicks had moved out of the nest but were staying 
on a branch and “hiding” from us behind a big leaf, 
peeping around from time to time.”

• When one kōkako pair chose to nest across the road 
in the yard of a house for sale, they made it onto the 
‘for sale’ sign as a selling point!

• One translocated kōkako, Duncan, decided the 
Waitākere Ranges weren’t for him. Translocated to 
the Ark in 2010 from Tunawaea (Waikato), in 2013 he 
relocated himself 25km to East Auckland. After a 
short stint of suburban life, DOC returned Duncan to 
the Ark.

• Perfectionist kōkako Grant was spotted carrying
nesting material (photo below: credit Grant Capill). 
Not typically an unusual behaviour, but she was 
already incubating eggs, so was improving rather than

2020* was a reduced 
census due to lockdown

*In each year, one pair held territory 
outside the Ark management area.

Photos from 2020-2021 breeding
season chick bandings, L to R:
- Credit Denise Van Sprang
- Credit Grant Caphill
- Credit David Bryden
- Credit Erin Grierson photo of

Casey Wills (both Auckland Zoo)
- Credit Grant Caphill

Funders and

supporters:

building a nest. Hatched in 
2018 to founder Maurice 
(sire) and an unbanded 
dam, she has been spotted 
with founder Aumangea 
the last 2 seasons. 


